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COFFEE WITH JOHN
John D’Agostino, Town Manager
Abington Senior Center
Tuesday, February 22, 10:00 a.m.

FREE CORNED BEEF DINNER
Tues., March 15, 12 Noon
Abington Senior Center

Sign up start: Mar. 1, Deadline
Mar. 7, Limited Seating

No signups taken before March 1!!
See Page 6 for other events.

ACTIVITIES

Bingo

Blood Pressure Screening
Computer Class
Cribbage

Hearing Tests

Knitting & Crocheting Group
Legal Assistance
Quilting Class

Senior Lunches

Tai Chi (New Class)

COUNCIL ON AGING STAFF
Suzanne Djusberg,
David Klein - Co-Directors
Norma Clark -

Outreach Coordinator
Cheryl Cohen -

Nutrition Coordinator
Jean Connell -

Activities Coordinator
John Freese - Custodian
Jack Brown, David LaCouture
Linda Elliot - Van Drivers

WEST ABINGTON

Once upon a time, not so very long ago, West Abington was an industrious farming area.
There were several family-owned dairy farms—Ware Bros., Stevens, Henrickson’s, Beal’s, Po-
horecky’s—and most of these farmers had daily milk routes throughout the local area. The Gor-
mans, Leonards, and Beals all had produce gardens and summertime roadside stands..

And strawberries—vast quantities of strawberries were grown in Abington, so many that the
West Abington Strawberry Association was formed. Each morning during harvest time the ber-
ries were picked and packed and trucked to the Boston wholesale market. Because the truck left
town at 8:30 a.m., the pickers began working as soon as it was daylight to earn their 1 1/2 cents
per quart. There were also large strawberry farms on Ashland and Groveland Streets. It was then
the town became known as “Strawberry Valley”.

Albert Beal grew up and grew old in West Abington and shared his remembrances for us.
One such memory was of the two men, Mr. Vanderpoole and Mr. Roaken, who came from Can-
ada to a farm on Hancock Street. Since the land was too wet to produce early crops, they decided
to build five large greenhouses in which to grow alternating crops of hothouse tomatoes and cu-
cumbers. Although Mr. Vanderpoole was shot and killed by a laborer he had fired for drunken-
ness, the greenhouses were completed, and the produce was shipped to Boston and New Y ork.

West Abington had its share of local characters, probably the most notable of whom was
John L. Sullivan, who lived on Hancock Street, in the house with the stone pillars. (This house
was also once owned by “Big Brother” Bob Emery, a radio celebrity.) Sullivan was the boxing
heavyweight champion of the world from 1882 to 1892, when he was defeated by Gentleman
Jim Corbett. In one of his fights, a 75-round affair in Mississippi, he wore an American flag
around his waist, and he later donated this flag to the Historical Society where it may be seen at
the Dyer Library. In his prime, Sullivan was 5° 10 1/2” tall and weighed 180 pounds. He was the
first American athlete to earn $1,000,000 in prize money.

The old times are gone now, and the dairy farms are no more. One memorable event was the
fire that destroyed Albert Beal’s (Sun-Ra-Lea) cattle barn. Although two calves were lost, the
remainder of the cattle were evacuated safely and vacationed for a month at Peaceful Meadows.

(continued on page 6)
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...listen to the sounds of life®
~ Hearing Evaluations ~Video Ear Inspections

~ Hearing Aids ~ Repairs ~ Ear Wax Removal

534 Main Street, Suite 2 80 North Ave.
Route 18 Route 139
Weymouth, MA 02190 Abington, MA 02351
781-337-1144 781-878-9723
John Klefeker, BC-HIS MA License #127
PROFESSIONAL HAIR CARE |

FOR HOMEBOUND ELDERLY & DISABLED
LICENSED HAIR STYLIST
FOR 15 YEARS
Call Denise at

781-871-9449

Will Come 10
Your Home!

Luxurious
_Lift & Recline Chairs

" Many Styles & Colors
f to Choose from

WARMINGTON

EURNITURE com

459 PLAIN STREET, RTE 139, ROCKLAND
(Near North Abington Line)

1-781-878-5759

FREE DELIVERY - FREE DISPOSAL /

to our SPONS ORS
Jor thewr support

George L. Whiting, JR.
Attorney at Law

49 Lincoln Blvd. » Abington, MA 02351

Tel: 781-878-1040 - Fax: 781-871-9970

legal918é@verizon.net

***SEE PAGE 4 FOR TAX ASSISTANCE INFORMATION®***

INFORMER NEWS DEADLINE
Place in Newsletter inbox by 10th of previous month (i.e., 10th of Febru-
ary for March issue.)
HEALTH AND ASSISTANCE

Walk-In Health Screening for Blood Pressure, Sugar Testing, Nutri-
tion and Weight Counseling & Medication Instruction are held as fol-
lows: Leavitt Terrace, first Tues. 9 to 12, Abington Sr. Ctr., last Thurs.

11 to 12:30, Blanchard Gardens, second Thurs. 10 to 11, Chestnut

Glen, second Thurs.10:30 to 12, Stop & Shop, last Thurs. 2 to 4.

All Seniors Are Welcome At ALL Sessions
Free Hearing Screenings and Hearing Aid Checks are held the

first Tuesday of each month at the Senior Center with John Klefeker.
Call for appt. 781-982-2145.
SENIOR TRANSPORTATION—CALL 781-982-2145
(24 HouR ADVANCE NOTICE REQUIRED)
Council on Aging Van is door-to-door service to medical appoint-
ments, and other needs, $3 round trip. Call the COA at 781-982-
2145 to book rides in advance . Dial-A-BAT vehicles travel a bit fur-
ther out, to Brockton and the Bridgewaters between 9:30 and 4:30
and to Boston Wed. & Fri. BAT rides must be booked thru the COA.
Fees vary. Door-to-door-pay driver. Friday Morning Shopping Van.
We will be using our trusty van to get you to either the Hanover Mall
or another mall. We will pick you up starting at 9:15 or shortly after.
We will pick you up at the mall at 12:30 getting you home around 1 or
1:15. Cost for round trip is $3.00. Each week we will alternate be-
tween malls.
SENIOR NUTRITION—CALL 781-982-2145

Meals on Wheels delivered to homebound Seniors, lunchtime Mon-
Fri, suggested donation of $3.00 per meal. Our wonderful volunteers
deliver nutritious meals right to your kitchen table. A referral is
needed from your doctor, visiting nurse, social worker or case worker.
Senior Lunches: Tuesdays & Thursdays at 11:30. Suggested dona-
tion is $3.00. Call the Center at 781-982-2145 to make your reserva-
tion by Friday of the previous week.
VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES-FREE

FOR APPOINTMENT OR CONNECTION CALL 781-982-2145
Elder Law Clinic founded by Atty. George Whiting held at the COA
on the 3rd Monday morning monthly. Meet confidentially-Atty. Whiting
will address questions & offer general guidance.
FUEL ASSISTANCE
We have two volunteers who have helped us with fuel assistance ap-
plications, Fred Robertson and Ellie Diersch. We have received the
new guidelines and forms for 2010-2011 season. Fuel Assistance
applications are taken on Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30am —1:00pm.
Please call to set up an appointment 781-982-2145

Quealy & Son FHuneral Home

‘Pride in Personal Service”

781-878-2112 | &. B
* CREMATION SERVICES

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 60 YEARS
WWW.QUEALYANDSON.COM

CAMELOT APARTMENTS| conerent o 50 Stre tospa

OLUMBIAN SQUARE + SOUTH WEYMOUTH

Restaurants, Church & Shopping

Predominantly Senior Occupied (WE LOVE SENIORS)
Family Owned and Managed

£ 5

peL REALTY » 781-331-1100
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7KH )ULHQGYV RI $ELQJWRQ 6HQLRUV ,QF ZRXOG OLNH WR WKDQN ERWK SDV!
IRU WKHLU VXSSRUW DQG FRQWULEXWLRQV
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JULHQGV RI $ELQJIJWRQ 6HOLRUYV OHPEHUVKHJIBHUVRQ RU IRU OLIHWLPH PHPEHUV

Please send donations to our New Address: 32 %R] $ELOJWROQO 0$%
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6XJJHVW D GRQDWLRQ LQ \RXU ODPH WR WKH JULHQGV RI $SELQPWRQ 6

Memberships & Donations:

_OHPEHUVKLSV _'RQDWLRQV

-RVHSK ,DREXFFL 3DXO -XGLWK &RVJURYH
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*HRUJH .D\ .HQQH\ ,Q +RQRU RI ODU\ 'RQODQ OHUU\ &
&DUPHOD &KHYHULH

In Memory of:
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Breakfast with Santa was a huge success! More than 200 adults and children attended and enjoyed a breakfast of pancakes,
eggs, sausage, and bacon before seeing Santa to make their Christmas wishes known. Our many volunteers helped the children
select gifts for their parents and friends and wrap their selections in paper of their choice. Fred Robertson was there to take pic-
tures, and copies were posted on the bulletin board at the Senior Center. Thanksto & RO R Q\ foRtbeW génerous donations
of breakfast items, and thanks to all who attended and to all the volunteers who made this day possible.

NEW!!  TAI CHI with Mike Showstack
Fridays at the Abington Senior Center, 11:00 am to 12:00 noon, $5.00 each class, Start date was January 14, 2011
HTOO VHH \RX WKHUH

%WLQJR &DOOHUV 1HHGHG
Do you have a nice strong voice? If so please consider volunteering to be a Caller for Bingo on Monday afternoons at 12:30.
3OHDVH OHW RQH RI WKH VWDII NQRZ LI \RXJUH LQWHUH



